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baldi. In 1867 he had arranged for a private invasion of
the Papal State, like his expedition to Sicily in 1860. On
October 23, 1867, coming from Florence, he crossed the
frontier of the Papal State with his Redshirts. Napoleon
III, however, was not going to be bamboozled in this way.
He sent General Failly and an expeditionary corps by sea
to Chita Vecchia. They arrived on October 29, went to
Rome, and joined the Papal army, which was commanded
by General Kanzler. The victory over the Garibaldians
at Mentana on November 3 was won mainly by the Papal
troops, though French troops entered into action too, and,
of course, fought well. Outnumbered, outmanoeuvred,
and outgunned, Garibaldi's army had no chance, and the
French would have made a better political impression
all round if they had left the Papal army to repel the
invasion alone, confining themselves to garrisoning Rome.
Napoleon III, not unreasonably, regarded himself as re-
leased from the Convention of September 15, and the
restored French garrison now stayed on in Rome. He
paid dearly in 1870 for his interest in the Roman question,
for as long as French troops were in Rome King Victor
Emmanuel, in spite of his former obligations to the
Emperor, would not raise a finger to help him. To main-
tain the temporal power was a curious policy of the French
Emperor, who had done so much towards making a
United Italy by his military assistance to Victor Emmanuel
in 1859 and his diplomatic assistance in 1860. This guar-
antee of the Papal State has been called the only con-
sistent element in his foreign policy. It began, in the way
many durable things do, with what was meant to be a
purely temporary measure in 1849, when Louis Napoleon
was President of the Second French Republic and wanted
to make sure of the clerical vote in France. He had tried
to release himself by the Convention of September 15,
1864; and now Garibaldi's raid and the battle of Mentana
of November 3, 1867, had brought the incubus of the